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1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

2. O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem,
unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of hell your people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.
Refrain

3. O come, O Key of David, come
and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe for us the heavenward road
and bar the way to death's abode. 
Refrain

4. O come, O King of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease
and be yourself our King of Peace. 
Refrain 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
Words: 12th cent. Latin Hymn; Music: 13th cent. plain song.
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The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
       - Isaiah 9:2

O  come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 

The Advent season starts the liturgical church year. Advent means “coming,” and it is a four week 
period leading to the celebration of Christmas. During this season of waiting and anticipation, we 
remember Jesus’ first coming and look forward to his coming again to make all things new.
Advent reminds us that we live between the times of Christ’s first and second comings. Therefore, 
the mood of Advent is that of longing, expectation, and waiting. 

We acknowledge our sin and the pain of this world. We yearn for Jesus to come back and to make 
all things new. The cry of Advent joins the groan of creation. It echoes the weariness of our hearts. 
As part of our waiting, Advent is a time to repent and believe: to turn away from the false hopes 
that capture our hearts and define our lives, and to turn toward Jesus, who frees us that we may 
wait and serve one another in hope and love.

This reader is offered to you as a liturgy to use daily throughout Advent in anticipation of and in 
preparation for the celebration of Christ's coming.  
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WEEK I | The Prophecy Candle 

"Sending a Righteous Branch"
SUNDAY, 11.27 - SATURDAY, 12.3

A LITURGY FOR LIGHTNG THE FIRST CANDLE

QUESTIONS OF PREPATION

Why do we light the Advent candles?

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness but 

will have the Light of Life.”

What is the meaning of the first lighted candle?

The first lighted candle is a reminder of the Light of Hope of the Prophets. 

What do the Prophets say concerning this light? 

Jeremiah prophesied: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill 

the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 

that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ " 

(Jer. 33:14-16)
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LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE 

CONFESSION OF FAITH - John 1:1-5,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING

The passages on the follow pages can be read either within this liturgy or alone as a daily 

devotional. 

PRAYER

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets, we thank you for the promise that 

our hope is not in our righteousness, but that you, Lord, are our righteousness. Thank you for 

Jesus, the Righteous Branch. May we greet with joy his coming. Amen. 
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING PASSAGES 

SUNDAY - Reading from Isaiah 40:1-5

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 

her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand 

double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord ; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 

and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And 

the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken.”

MONDAY - Reading from Isaiah 7:14 & Matthew 1:18-23

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

TUESDAY - Reading from Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 

on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant 
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that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord 

,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will 

forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

WEDNESDAY - Reading from Isaiah 9:1-7 & Luke 1:26-33

“But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 

them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke 

of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 

the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment 

rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 

and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 

and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 

zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's 

name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”
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THURSDAY - Reading from Micah 5:2-5

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given 

birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and 

shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be 

their peace.”

FRIDAY - Reading from Joel 1:28-32

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 

see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit.” 

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 

smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 

awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 

escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.”

SATURDAY - Reading from Hosea 11.1 & Matthew 2:13-15

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.” 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child 

and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. 

This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
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WEEK II | The Bethlehem Candle
"Light to those in darkness; guiding our feet into the way of peace."
SUNDAY, 12.4 - SATURDAY, 12.10

A LITURGY FOR LIGHTNG THE FIRST & SECOND CANDLE

QUESTIONS OF PREPATION

Why do we light the Advent candles?

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness but will 

have the Light of Life.”

What is the meaning of the second lighted candle?

The second candle is the Bethlehem candle whose light bears witness to the Savior who 

was born in Bethlehem. It reminds us of Peace. 

What do the gospels say concerning the one to be born in Bethlehem? 

Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by 

the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be saved from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our father and to 

remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that 

we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness 
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and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of 

the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 

salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of 

our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:68-

79)

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST & SECOND CANDLES 

CONFESSION OF FAITH - John 1:1-5,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING

The passages on the follow pages can be read either within this liturgy or alone as a daily 

devotional. 

PRAYER

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen



13

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING PASSAGES 

SUNDAY - Reading from Micah 5:2 & Luke 2:1-4

 “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days.”

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that 

all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 

of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David)

MONDAY - Reading from Isaiah 63:8-9 & John 7:42

For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became 

their Savior. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in 

his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of 

old.

“Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from 

Bethlehem, the village where David was?”

TUESDAY - Reading from Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 1:26-31 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 

Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by 

which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’



14

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's 

name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus.”

WEDNESDAY - Reading from Isaiah 52:8-10 & Luke 1:32-35

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye 

they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 

Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has 

bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the 

salvation of our God.

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”

THURSDAY - Reading from Isaiah 11:1-2 & Luke 1:39-45 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord .

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
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your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For 

behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 

from the Lord.”

FRIDAY - Reading from Isaiah 62:11-12 & Luke 1:46-55

Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, 

“Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 

And they shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord; and you shall be called 

Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 

has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And 

his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with 

his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the 

mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and the rich he has sent empty away. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 

of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

SATURDAY - Reading from Matthew 2:1-2

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
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WEEK III | The Shepherd’s Candle
"Rejoice and exult with all your heart"
SUNDAY, 12.11 - SATURDAY, 12.17

A LITURGY FOR LIGHTNG THE FIRST THREE CANDLES

QUESTIONS OF PREPATION

Why do we light the Advent candles?

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness but 

will have the Light of Life.”

What is the meaning of the third lighted candle?

The third lighted candle is the shepherds’ candle signifying the Light of Joy that 

unexpectedly brightened the hearts of a humble band of shepherds at the announcement of 

Christ’s birth. 

How does Scripture speak of our joy in God?

"Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has 

cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never 

again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your 

hands grow weak.The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
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rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing." (Zeph. 3:14-17) 

Let us join with Isaiah in saying, " “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not 

be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation." 

(Isaiah 12:2)

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST THREE CANDLES 

CONFESSION OF FAITH - John 1:1-5,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING

The passages on the follow pages can be read either within this liturgy or alone as a daily 

devotional. 

PRAYER

O God, you make us glad by our remembering of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 

Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him 

when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING PASSAGES 

SUNDAY - Reading from Luke 2:13-15

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he 

is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.”

MONDAY - Reading from Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 

and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went 

into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 

crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.’”

TUESDAY - Reading from Romans 15:4-6

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God 

of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 

with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
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WEDNESDAY - Reading from Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 

himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

THURSDAY - Reading from Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

FRIDAY - Reading from Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: come 

before his presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, 

and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with 

thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the 

LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

SATURDAY - Reading from Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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WEEK IV | The Angels’ Candle
"How beautiful upon the mountains are they who bring good news, 
who proclaim salvation."
SUNDAY, 12.18 - SATURDAY, 12.24

A LITURGY FOR LIGHTNG THE FOUR CANDLES

QUESTIONS OF PREPATION

Why do we light the Advent candles?

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness but 

will have the Light of Life.”

What is the meaning of the fourth lighted candle?

The fourth lighted candle represents the Angels who heralded the Good News of Light to 

a darkened world and it signifies Love. 

Who were the Angels? 

The Angels were created by God to fill His heavenly court with the praise of His name. 

They devote themselves to serving God in heaven by delighting to do His will. God also 

uses them as messengers of his Good News to men and women on earth. 
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What do the gospels say concerning the angels? 

Luke writes: “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men.”

LIGHTING OF THE FOUR ADVENT CANDLES

CONFESSION OF FAITH - John 1:1-5,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.

DAILY SCRIPTURE READING

The passages on the follow pages can be read either within this liturgy or alone as a daily 

devotional. 

PRAYER

Almighty God, you have given your Only-Begotten Son to take our nature upon him: Grant 

that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily 

be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same 

Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READING PASSAGES 

SUNDAY - Reading from Philippians 2:6-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

MONDAY - Reading from Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 

peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns.” The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for 

eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you waste 

places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The 

Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth 

shall see the salvation of our God.

TUESDAY - Reading from Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went 

to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 

of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 

house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And 

while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
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son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find 

a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 

in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

WEDNESDAY - Reading from John 1:9-18

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 

bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 

ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) And from his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 

known. 
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THURSDAY- Reading from 1 Samuel 2:1-10

And Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord. My 

mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 

"There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 

Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the Lord is a God of 

knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble 

bind on strength.Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were 

hungry have ceased to hunger. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children 

is forlorn. The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. The Lord 

makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. He raises up the poor from the dust; 

he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and on them he has set the world. 

"He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, for not 

by might shall a man prevail. The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; against 

them he will thunder in heaven. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength 

to his king and exalt the horn of his anointed.”

FRIDAY - Reading from Luke 1:46-55

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on 

the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for 

those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 

scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their 

thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the 

rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
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CHRISTMAS EVE / CHRISTMAS DAY
The Christ Candle
"Light in the Land of Darkness"
SATURDAY 12.24 & SUNDAY 12.25

A LITURGY FOR LIGHTNG THE ADVENT CANDLES

AND THE CHRIST CANDLE

QUESTIONS OF PREPATION

Why do we light the Advent candles?

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness but 

will have the Light of Life.”

What is the meaning of the lighted Christ candle?

The lighted candle is a reminder that Christ, the true Light, has come into the world as 

promised by the prophets. 

What do the gospels say concerning Christ? 

The Gospels assure us that “the true Light that gives light to every man has already come 

into the world, though the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was His own, 

but His own did not receive Him. Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God.”
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES & THE CHRIST CANDLE

PRAYER

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness with the true Light: Grant 

that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 

heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.
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1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

JOY TO THE WORLD
Words: Issac Watts; Music: Lowell Mason



a church, a neighborhood, and a city continually made new by the grace of Christ

LSPC Advent Calendar

November 27 -  Advent begins

December 11 -  Lessons and Carols Service, 10:15 am

 All church soup lunch to follow in the Waters Cafeteria. 

December 18 -  Caroling in Giddings Plaza, 5 pm

December 24 -  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 6 pm

December 25 -  Christmas Morning Service, 10:15 am


